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“Don’t Wait. Communicate.”
Create an emergency plan during National Preparedness Month

(MADISON) — Don’t Wait. Communicate. September is National Preparedness Month.
Wisconsin Emergency Management’s ReadyWisconsin campaign says now is the perfect time
to talk to everyone about getting ready for an emergency or disaster.

“The most important step you can take today is to make a plan,” said Wisconsin Emergency
Management Administrator Brian Satula. “As part of National Preparedness Month, we're
encouraging families to put together a plan that includes information on where to go during an
emergency and how to communicate with loved ones if separated in a crisis.”

This means having an up-to-date contact list for those you may need to reach during a disaster
and establishing alternate methods of communication in case traditional means are not
available.

Text messages are a great way to communicate. Phone voice service is easily overwhelmed
due to the number of calls being placed and may be unavailable in an emergency. Cell phone
text messages can still get through because they take less bandwidth to deliver.

Also, calling long distance may be easier than making a local call. Ask a friend or family
member to be your “out of town” contact. You can let that contact know you're ok. That contact
can then share that information with your loved ones.

Getting information before, during, and after an emergency can be difficult. One of the best
ways to get warnings of impending and current dangers is with a NOAA Weather Radio. These
radios will alert you to storms headed your way. Other emergency information is also broadcast
using this system. Emergency messages are also delivered directly to your cell phone through
Wireless Emergency Alerts. These alerts are free and the software is preloaded on most cell
phones. Through these alerts you'll receive a short text message about the pending danger.

For more information go to ReadyWisconsin website: readywisconsin.wi.gov.
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